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Current Community Councillors  

Chairman James Marshall Nether Grange, Hightae 01387 810081 

Vice Chairman David McEwan Tempus Fugit 07801543688 

Secretary Freda Seddon Hill-Bryde, Hightae 01387 811580 

Treasurer Graham Anderson Newton, Low Road, Hightae 01387 810430 

Community-

Councillors  

George Erskine Mossgrove, Hightae 01387 810328 

Stuart Bowe Lake House, Heck 07775895818 

Cathy Robinson Appletree Cottage, Hightae 07956423838 

 

Planned dates of RFT Community Council meetings in 2018 are: 

5th April, 17th May and 28th June (AGM).  Further dates TBA at the AGM. 

Editorial 

It is a while since we produced a newsletter and we hope you enjoy this one and find it  

informative.  We try to include items to keep you up to date with local changes and issues.   

The Community Council website gives lots of details about what’s on at the RFT Hall in 

Hightae and other organisations that are active in the Royal Four Towns, as well as the 

community council—see below. 

The Royal Four Towns Website is always being updated, but we do need local 

groups to let us know what they would like to have displayed.  Have a look at what has 

been done so far—                  www.royalfourtowns.com 
 

- and let any community councillor know of any updates or changes that you need.  

 

Royal Four Towns Resilience Plan 
 

Back in 2010 DGC asked Community Councils to set up a Resilience Plan for their area.  The 

idea was that people should be to able manage without outside help for up to 5 days.   
 

The Resilience Plan was not compulsory, but RFT CC did set up a ’loose’ plan to cover major 

events. Now we have organised a Public Meeting to put a proper plan in place. 
 

The recent “Beast from the East” shows the importance of the community pulling together 

to overcome any difficulties caused by such events.  
 

We are holding a Resilience Plan Meeting - 

Monday 26th March, 7.30pm in the RFT Hall, Hightae. 



Local Councillors   

Douglas Fairburn 07825 633183 Douglas.Fairbairn@dumgal.gov.uk 

Gail MacGregor 07825 633186 gail.macgregor@dumgal.gov.uk 

Stephen  Thompson 07825 633151 stephen.thompson@dumgal.gov.uk 

Adam Wilson           07825 633151 adam.wilson@dumgal.gov.uk 

Local Councillors attend our meetings and report on DGC meetings and policies,  

and feed back any local issues to DGC. 
 

A Community Policeman also attends our meetings, reporting on local crime and  any 

concerns that the police may have, and in turn note any concerns of residents.  They are  

always pleased to visit your home to give a security check and can provide Smart Water for 

you to mark anything of value that may be stolen.  This makes the item identifiable and 

traceable if it is stolen.  For further details call at  Lockerbie Police Station, come to a CC 

meeting or contact the Community Council Secretary.  

Dumfries and Galloway Council  have a section for Community Councils on their  website; 

www.dumgal.gov.uk/communitycouncils.  

The council website is a good source of information about any council department. 
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Emergency Time-saving Information for Missing Vulnerable People 

For those who have  a vulnerable family member, perhaps with Alzheimers or learning 

difficulties, we draw your attention to a new Police initiative called 

the “Herbert Protocol”.  This a missing vulnerable person incident form filled in, in  

advance, giving the police important information about that person to save time should 

a search become necessary.  The form is completed by an individual who is most familiar 

with the person named in the document and updated as necessary.  It is then kept in a 

prominent place in the home where relatives and carers have easy access to it.  When an 

incident occurs the police are contacted by 999 and information on the form passed to 

them.  Information is not shared with anyone else.  The form can be downloaded or 

printed from the Police and NHS websites:   

www.nhs.uk/Departments-and-Services/IDEAS/IDEAS 

Snowy Hightae in March. Drifting snow cut 

Greenhill off during this event 
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Dumfries and Galloway Home Energy Assistance Scheme Project.  

Any householder who spends more than 10% of their disposable income on fuel for heating 

and cooking would qualify for a home visit from the Energy Agency. 

To apply contact Colin Holden, Project Officer on:  

Tel No: 01387 269161 extension 214 Mobile: 07816 503447  

Email: colinholden@energyagency.org.uk                              www.energyagency.org.uk 

Noticeboards 

The community council is required by Dumfries and Galloway 

Council (DGC) to display the agendas and minutes of its  

meetings, ordinary meetings 7 days prior to the meeting, and 

14 days prior to an  EGM and the AGM. 
 

Minutes are displayed  on the community council notice- 

board in the bus shelter by the War Memorial in Hightae.  The 

agenda for the next meeting is displayed in the bus  

shelter and in the new cabinets in Greenhill and Heck.   
 

At present posters are pinned to the electricity  pole opposite 

the war memorial, but this is becoming damaged by  

frequent use and often there is no space for local posters.  The 

community council  therefore plans to put up a new board for 

posters in the bus shelter—next to the community council  

notice board. 
 

In addition—we feel that the notice-board outside the old 

post office is redundant, as the agenda is posted in the 

bus shelter, and plan to remove it. 

The notice-board opposite the war 

memorial.   

Annandale Way markers will remain. 

Danger of Overhead Powerlines 
SP Energy Networks would like to bring to the attention of farmers in particular, the danger of  

overhead powerlines.  Apparently, on average, one farm worker per year dies from contact with 

an overhead powerline. 

SP Energy is urging as many people as possible to be aware of, and to follow, some simple safety 

tips. A new film has been created to do just that, which you can view here:  

http://www.energynetworks.org/electricity/she/safety/safety-advice/overhead-power-lines-

safety-campaign.html  

RFT CC Welcome Pack 

This is produced by the Community Council in an effort to let people moving into the area 

know about their community council, other local services and organisations. The pack  

includes various leaflets from local organisations. 
 

The Welcome Pack is on the Royal Four Towns website (see P1).   We are keen to  

include local businesses so please have a look and let us know of any omissions. 
 

If you hear of anyone moving into the area, please inform the Community Council so that 

we can ensure that they receive a Welcome Pack. 



Local Grants 

The Community Council is supported by an annual grant from DGC, and this helps with   

running costs (e.g. stationery, posters) and production of the newsletter. 
 

We are also in the catchment areas for 2 Wind Farm Grants:- 
 

Minsca Wind Farm Community Grant.  

DGC currently act as administrators and we do have to follow a set procedure, mainly in-

volving form filling.  The total grant each year is approximately £2,500.  The    Community 

Council uses some of this for annual payments for the website but the remainder can be 

applied for by local organisations to benefit residents.   
 

 

Harestanes Wind Farm 

A company has been set up to administer the grant from the Harestanes Wind Farm, called 

the Annandale and Nithsdale Community Benefit Company (ANCBC). This company makes 

a payment annually to community councils to enable local groups to apply for up to 

£500.00.  The annual payment is up to £2,000, but this is just ‘topped up’ if it is not all 

used. 

Local organisations can also apply for larger amounts by going to  

the ANCBC website:  www.ancbc.co.uk. 
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Litter around the Royal Four Towns 
There is a constant issue with litter on the roads and 

verges. The community council will organise a “spring 

litter pick” in April - look out for the posters - but in 

the meantime please report any incidents to the 

 community council.  
 

A number of RFT residents have taken it upon them-

selves to pick up litter in and around the Four Towns, 

so well done - and a big “thank you” to all concerned!  

Bags, pickers and gloves can be obtained from the  

community council if you wish to go ahead and take 

the initiative! 

Broadband 

You will have noticed that BT Openreach has been busy installing new broadband cabinets  

at Parkend and on School Road.  However,  because some properties are linked to the 

nearest telepole by old copper  wiring, the full broadband speed may not be achieved.  

Hopefully, you are not one of these and can receive a fast broadband connection. 

Footpaths 

The Ashrood to Acorn Villa track  is a very pleasant walk when it is not muddy.  The com-

munity council had ditching work carried out on the track in 2016 and will do more to 

make this path even better, using funding  from Windfarm Grants.   Steps will be taken, 

probably through the purchase of a strimmer,  to make the path across Hightae Meadow 

more easy to walk in the summer.  These are both traditional routes, as are others in this 

area, and they should not be lost through lack of use. 

These 4 bags of litter were collected by a local  

resident and taken to the tip by a  

community Councillor. 


