1. Chair’s Report 2024-2025

Good evening everyone and thank you for attending our Annual General Meeting.
This time last year we went through a fraught period on the Community Council. This arose when a local landowner applied for planning permission to open a quarry on their land, a local group was set up to oppose this application. This group assumed we as the Community Council would support their opposition to this, however the group became antagonistic towards ourselves as we maintained our inclusive position representing the whole community. As a point of principle regarding any future potentially contentious planning applications we, as the Royal Four Towns Community Council, are here for the whole community regardless of our individual views and will not take sides. We will not tolerate or accept any antagonism towards us and will remain happy to host open and constructive village wide meetings so long as both sides are represented, and we are treated with respect. 
This year, we have completed some worthwhile projects. For example, the War Memorial at the Hall was beginning to show its age, we (thanks Billy)  have now completed enhancements to the area around it for the safety, remembrance and reflection of our community. 
We (the royal we, thank you again Cath) continue to utilise our Facebook page and website for the Community Council so that we can communicate planning applications, road closure notifications, RFT CC minutes etc etc in a quicker and more responsive manner to a much wider audience. 
We routinely and continually push our Local Councillors to ensure the Local Council carry out repairs and maintenance to our neighbourhood roads and paths, from potholes through to verges and signage. Indeed, we have supported our wider community in giving support to the need for a more detailed structural analysis of the Shillahill Bridge as it is showing significant signs of distress, is a major local piece of infrastructure and its closure will have a major detrimental impact on a large area. Please remember that everyone can report any road issues from potholes to empty grit bins via the DumGal website, just ask any one of us for help if you need any assistance with this. 
We have supplied Welcome Packs (along with a friendly smile and a warm welcome) to all our new residents to guide them through the local services and leisure activities. 
Another key area we provide an important lead on is our own Local Community Resilience Plan. The idea of this is to provide an emergency response/assistance in the event of any issue such as flooding, power cuts or heavy snow etc. In the event of an abnormal event affecting our villages please speak to anyone of us and we may be able to assist or know where assistance may be available locally. But please, if life threatening, contact the emergency services in the first instance. We do have a defibrillator located at the RFT Hall. if anyone wants any further guidance or help on this please get in touch with any one of us for further help.
Can I just say a big Thank You to all fellow Community Counsellors for taking the time to both attend and contribute to our meetings and all the tireless work you do to ensure our success in supporting all our residents.
Thank You, Ian.

