           THE ROYAL FOUR TOWNS COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Meeting held on Thursday 155h May 2025 at 7.30pm
In the Kitchen of the RFT Hall, Hightae
Draft Minutes


Those Present
Ian Collinson (Chairman) ,James Marshall (Deputy Chairman), Graham, Anderson (treasurer), Cath Robinson (secretary) Murray Gibson, Billy Muirhead, Steven Kimberley and David Maylor
In Attendance  Cllr Stephen Thompson. and Cllr Carolyne Wilson.

Apologies.
Stuart Bowe

Minutes of Last Meeting 
Proposed by BM seconded by JM and accepted as correct.

Matters Arising
None

Police Report. Neither IC or CR got onto the Teams meeting. Notes from the Annandale and Eskdale meeting were supposed to be emailed to us. ST to feed back.

Treasurers Report & Wind Farm Grants
GA and IC to sign a cheque for secretarial expenses. GA to bring the accounts up to date for the AGM.

Councillor’s Report 
The defects on the Shillahill Bridge are going to be addressed during August/September. It is inspected every two years with a principal inspection every 6 years along with diving  inspections and inspections after bad weather.
Defects on the B7020, B725 are on the programme to be rectified as is the missing sign at the Parkend turn off for Heck.
The estimate for the cost of improvements to the play park is still with DGC who are awaiting them from outside providers. ST to chase up.
The drain has been cleared at the T junction to Mossburn. It has been jet sprayedand a camera has been utilised to look for faults. For A member of the CC had trouble getting his bins emptied during the winds, still awaiting the dep’t to get back to him.
The core path 709 by the river has damaged, unsafe stiles on it. ST to follow up. The uneven footpath, outside the Hightae Inn is on the DGC Capital Programme. There was a suggestion to put the Salt Bin in the place where the telephone box was.
There is no discount for setting up an EV charging site within the community.

Play park
IC to contact the Parks Dep’t about cleaning the park equipment and rubber matting.

Website and Face book page
CR reported that the Facebook page was not getting many views but will carry on putting things on,

Correspondence
Weekly Road works and Planning Applications. VE and VJ Day anniversary celebrations (26/3). CC meeting Police Scotland Official (26/3). Planning and Licensing Session (27/3). Online Session focusing on GP Services in D&G (2/4), Community Council Resilience (9/4). Community Engagement Training (13/4). Have your say Consultation on the development of a new Community and Learning Development for our Region ((13/4). My Place Awards (13/4). Annandale North Police CC dial in (16/4). Email Inspector Ann Boyd. Changes to Police Reporting to CC Meetings Ward 11(21/4). D&G Climate Hub Seed Fund (22/4). Shillahill Bridge letter to DGC (22/4). Update on Park Equipment. CC Annual Satisfaction Survey 2024/2025 (24/4). JM, re CC opposition to the Quarry planning (28/4). VE-80th Anniversary of VE Day Regional and Community led Commemorations (29/4). Conversations about DGC litter strategy (29/4)  

Planning
The Quarry owners have 6 months to put in place the infrastructure and submit restoration plans before work can begin. JM pointed out that the RFT CC had been misrepresented as being against the Quarry plans when in fact we were representing the community views whilst remaining neutral. ST to follow up with planning 

Reports from other Meeting
GA attended the Federation Meeting. There was discussion about the condition of the roads, missed bin collections, etc. The condition of Shillahill Bridge was discussed due to its strategic position and concern about plans if it fails. It was pointed out that Arla is expanding which would mean an increase in heavy traffic. Where would the heavy traffic be re-routed should the bridge be out of commission?

Footpaths
Work to be carried out on Acorn Villa Footpath in Autumn.

Welcome Packs
2 delivered. 

AOCB
Dave Maylor tended his resignation due to re-location. The CC wish him all the best for the future and would like to thank him for his services within the community.
It was reported that the Sign for the Art hut had been removed.
Mark Stewart has kindly offered the services of his mole catcher to address the mole problem in the Play Park. Many Thanks.
The seed fund grant and trees to wait until plans for the park have been decided.
The extra bit of funding from the foundation Scotland award that was queried is a cost of living uplift.





Date of the next Meeting and AGM

 Thursday 26th JUne 2025 to be held in the Hall Kitchen at 7:30
 

