           THE ROYAL FOUR TOWNS COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Meeting held on Thursday 27th November 2025 at 7.30pm
In the Kitchen of the RFT Hall, Hightae
[bookmark: _GoBack]Agreed Minutes


Those Present
Ian Collison (Chairperson),James Marshall (Deputy Chairman),   Cath Robinson (secretary) Billy Muirhead and Steven Kimberley.

In Attendance 
Jennifer Stewart (Member of the community)
Apologies.
Graham Anderson (treasurer), Cllr Carolyne Wilson and Cllr Stephen Thompson.

Minutes of Last Meeting 
Proposed by Steven Kimberley  and seconded by  James Marshall and accepted as correct.

Matters Arising
IC met with Mark Stewart (Smallholmburn Farm) regarding the state of roads following slurrying. Mark will EMail CR to let The CC know when they are going to do it again and this information will be passed on via the RFT CC Facebook page. It was stated that they do try to clean up and that different crops present different problems during harvesting.

Police Report. 
There were no new incidents but police ask that residents remain vigilant and report any suspicious vehicles or persons on 101 or 999. The next Police Surgery will be held in Lochmaben at the Community Centre on the 23rd at 4:00 to 4:30.

Treasurers Report & Wind Farm Grants
The balance is £4496.75, we now have funds £4000 from ANCBC and £470.05 from D & G council grant.
I made the mistake off issuing cheques to Stuart Bowe and the School, before our top up from ANCBC (delay in them processing) Resulting in multiple charges (each cheque presented 4 times, not sure if actually presented or a bank repeat feature) After speaking to the Bank, we will be charged, as my mistake, but 4 will be wiped (will not show till next statement) So Stuart can happily attempt to cash his now !!
 Only other thing for me, is to agree that Stuarts mower hire can go to Windfarm application as £470 council grant will not stretch to it, as well as normal items

Councillor’s Report 
The two stiles along the core footpath 318 are still to be done as is the gate at the bottom of the park. There was sheet ice acroos the B7020 at the T Junction at rashiebriggs due to ongoing flooding issues. The new road surfaceup on the B7020 from the cross roads to Hightae before the bridge  at Park End is constantly wet and running. ? Drainage issue. Sheet Ice was an issue to motorists during the cold spell. Both areas are an accident waiting to happen. Is any gritting being done on the B7020 and bus routes through Hightae? BM is in talks wit Karen Brornleigh (Infrastructure). Pot holes on school road and around the locality have been reported. The flood team is to visit Castle Loch,Valison Burn and Calflea waterway.

Play park
IC to follow up with DGC regarding the purchase of a team swing and get back to Scott McMeeken.

Website and Face book page
Being kept up to date.
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Road closures/repairs and planning.           
D&G CC Conference pack. 16/10/25. Neighbourhood watch. 24/10/25. NHS D&G Non Ministerial Annual Review. 27/10/25. Council Budget Consultation. 28/10/25. D&G Poice 	report. 2/11/25. D&G Enquiry Service, Annual satisfaction survey. 4/11/25. New powers for CC’s. 4/11/25. Transient visitor levy. 4/11/25. Petition. New powers for CC’s. 4/11/25. 
A Helping hand in tough times- Annual report. 6/11/25. A&E Federation Agenda. 7/11/25. Belridding ESF Consultation. 11/11/25. External RFT CC Agenda. 13/11/25. Invitation to 	ACTS AGM. 15/11/25.  Neighbourhood watch, Community Policing Team. 16/11/25. Hazel Kerr advising of new role at the council. 21/11/25.Complimentary places for forthcoming conferences for CC’s. 24/11/25. Free training on local place plans. 26/11/25. Free Webinar for CC’s Introducing future Woodlands Scotland. 26/11/25.

Planning
Nothing relevant to our area.

Reports from other Meeting
None.

Footpaths
River path has not been done. JM to sort out the path down past Ashrood.

Welcome Packs
1 to bedelivered on Low Road. 

AOCB
The CC’s discussed the proposal being put forward wherebye CC@s would become more like Parish Councils with eall the responsibilities that go along with them. Ie being responsible for local budgets and local initiatives. As a body we agreed that ,that level of responsibility was not what we signed up for.
The majority of the CC agreed that a minimal Levy on visitors to D&G should be  charged on the understanding that revenue raised should be ring fenced to enhance local facilities.


Date of the next Meeting 

 Thursday 15th January 2026 to be held in the Hall Kitchen at 7:30
 


