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Those Present
James Marshall (Deputy Chairman), Stuart Bowe, Graham Anderson (Treasurer), Cath Robinson (secretary), Billy Muirhead and Murray Gibson.

In Attendance 
Jennifer Stewart and Terry Alderson (Members of the community)

Apologies. Ian Collison, Steven Kimberley and Cllr Stephen Thompson.

Minutes of Last Meeting 
Proposed by SB seconded by BM and accepted as correct.

Matters Arising
A new grit bin ,proposed for the T junction by the bus stop, will not go ahead as it would mean losing one of the other strategically placed bins in the village.
A quote for the war memorial maintenance is in hand. SB to get quotes.
A quote for the maintenance of Ashrood to Acorn path has been accepted by the RFT CC and will be carried out ASAP. JM to give the go ahead.

Police Report. 
There were no new incidents within the RFTs’. Police are deploying Body worn video in Dumfries and Galloway.

Treasurers Report & Wind Farm Grants
There is £3432.75 in the account. The defibrillator pads and batteries have been replaced using Wind farm money. RFT CC have granted £600 to the school and paid £500 for the placement of the bench in Greenhill. Grants were also agreed for Greenhill and Hightae flowers and rental payments to the Hall from the CC and Toddlers group.
Councillor’s Report 
Grit bins
Council officer response:
“There is currently 2 grit bins located within 100m either side of this location and new grit bins would not be considered if they are within 250m of an existing grit bin. Installing a new one at this location would mean 3 grit bins within 200m and this is not something we would support.
We would be more than happy to review the grit bins in all of Hightae, however i know through discussions 2 years ago the only grit bin that was to be moved was the one nearest the play park. I know we are extremely limited with where we can position grit bins in Hightae due to the limited/narrow footpaths. We would be more than happy to consider any proposals for the re-positioning of existing grit bins.”
 Mossburn Drainage
Council response:
“Following discussions with our maintenance team, I can confirm that the gully cleaning has been completed. However, there is a section of damaged pipe at this location that requires repair. At present, our teams are prioritising high‑risk road defects, and we expect the drainage repair work to be carried out in the coming weeks, subject to winter maintenance demands and any weather‑related events that may arise.”
“We have a maintenance team attending this afternoon (earlier in the week) to attempt to reduce the water flow at this location until the more substantial repairs can be carried out. These repairs will be completed at the earliest opportunity, subject to resource availability. If any customers feel there is imminent danger, please encourage them to contact 030 33 33 3000, where we have staff on call 24 hours a day to deal with any emergencies”
 

Council officer advised that they will place order once funding has been confirmed (is this still being completed?) and this will include supply delivery and installation
Cllr Stephen Thompson
Annandale North, Dumfries and Galloway

Play park
The RFT CC agreed funds from the Wind Farm money for the team swing. IC and GA to arrange funds and place the order via DGC.

Website and Face book page
Being kept up to date.

[bookmark: _Hlk207016380][bookmark: _Hlk194502689]Correspondence
Road closures/repairs and planning.           
North Annandale Mobile Surgeries, (22/01/26). Notification of Police CC of monthly ward   meeting, (22/01/26). CC information & training events, (23/01/26). SOSE Community Energy Events, (23/01/26). Advance Warning. Storm Chandra, (26/01/26). External Webinar for Ccs’-Local Governance, (29/01/26).  Neighbourhood Watch uodates to our acct, (29/01/26). NCSC- Action to take when threat is heightened, (30/01/26). Press Notice M74 J7-J9 resurfacing, (30/01/26). Forthcoming Email re CC resilience, (02/02/26). Grit bin response from ST, (02/02/26). Press Notice A76 South of Carronbridge Resurfacing, (03/02/26). Mossburn Drainage from ST, (03/02/26). Police report, (05/02/26). Press Notice A75, (10/02/26).  Introduction and information on supported self management courses, (13/02/26). Quote from JM re Ashrood to Acorn Villas track, (14/01/26). Cyberbyte Feb26, Neighbourhood watch, (16/02/26). Mossburn Drainage, (17/02/26). Heck /Greenhill bench, (17/02/26). Funding Opportunites for young women and girls, (17/02/26). Celebrating International Womens Day, (18/02/26). Free training Planning Aid Scotland, (19/02/26). Update re Icing Mossburn, (21/02/26). Jedburgh Convention Update, (23/02/26).

Planning
Nothing relevant to the RFT.

AOCB
RFT CC thanked  Terry for attending the meeting. A suggestion of the placement of a new picnic bench and planting trees in the play park was put forward It was decided that this would be discussed once the team swing had been sited.
Discussion around reinstating the Resilience Plan was undertaken following notification via DGC that their insurance cover for CC’s had been improved giving CC’s public liability ins. It was decided we would not rejoin but that help would be given to the community wherever possible during times of need. CR  and SB to publish emergency numbers via Facebook, displaying on the notice boards and on our website.There was some discussion around gifting a generator to the Hall for use in emergencies. MG to quote.
Concern was expressed about the road closure in Hightae. Although it was announced that it would be closed from 23rd Feb for 3 days. It was shut for 1 ½ days without any work being carried out at all until 12:00. Cones were placed either side of cut off the drive of a member of the community cutting her off. Tarmac came from Edinburgh to close the hole ?  On day 5 cones and signs were removed between 3-4am awakening residents and pets. One sign still remains at the T junction of School Rd and B7020. It has been reported that the pothole on the B7020  towards Lochmaben, at Parkend has re-opened just prior to the bridge.

Date of the next Meeting 

[bookmark: _GoBack] Thursday 9th April  2026 to be held in the Hall Kitchen at 7:30
